PRELIMINARY INVENTORY OF THE RECORDS
OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT fOR THE

EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISEANA

(Record Group 21V)

Compiled by
BARBARA RUST
Natlonal Archives and Records Servlices
General Services Administratlon

Aprit 1979

o=

This Inventory has been reproduced In thls form In order to make It readlly
avaltable for staff use. {t has not been distrlibuted as a Natlonal Archlves
Publlcatlon.

:/7/ Ref. see pages 9 & 10



INTERVENTION OOCKET. May 1917-February 1932, 3 vols. 6 in. 19
Arranged chronologically by the date of the fillng of the petition
of intervention.

Recard of papers filed and court actlons taken on behalf of the
intervenors in Yaw, equity, and admiralty proceedlngs. {ntervention
causes are civil proceedings in which a third party is permitted by
the court to become a party In the suit. The information given

for each entry includes the case number, the names of the parties,
the namé of the intervenor, the names of the attorneys. and a brief
abstract of the papers filed and actions taken, The volumes contain
indexes to plaintiffs and defendants. The case papers are described

in entry 21%.
DOCKETS. 1806-1932. 69 vols, 9 ft. 20
Arranged numerically by the case number,

Record of papers flled and actlons taken In admiralty, law, equity,
habeas corpus, and crimlnal proceedings. The Information gliven

for each case includes the case number, names of the parties, and a
brief abstract of the papers flled and actlons taken. The names of

the attorneys are frequently glven., For the perlod of 1917-1932,

some of the entries contain references to the "lIntervent!on docket'
described In entry 19. The volume .-for the period of 1900-1906 contains
duplicate information. The volume for the periods of 1806-1884 and
1890-1932 contain Indexes to the plaintiffs and defendants. The
papers filed In the cases which are docketed In these volumes are
described In entry 21, The volume for the perlod of 1806-1814 in

whlch cases 1-769 are docketed has been reproduced as Natlonal Archives
microfilm publication M-1082, Records of the U. S. District Court

for the Eastern District of LoulsTana, 1B0OE-T815,

CASE FILES. 1806-1932. 882 ft, , 21
Arranged numerically by the case number,

Unbound papers filed In admiralty, law, equlity, crimlnal, and habeas
cocpus proceedings including petitions, exhibits, depositions,
Indictments, appraisal reports, summonses, libels In admiralty, writs,
affldavits, orders, testimony, bllls of complalint, answers, bills of
Information, writs of habeas corpus, judgments, and bills in equlty.
For the period of 1806-1820, the sub]ects of the cases Include
criminal charges of piracy, mutiny on the high seas, and importation
. of slaves Into the Unlted States In yiclation of federal slave trade
laws. Contempt proceedings In casewere flled In 1815 agalnst
Major General Andrew Jackson for Ignoring a writ of habeascorpus
and {imprisoning the federal judge, Dominic Hall, who had ordered



the Issuance of the writ durlng the threstened British |nyi510n
of Now Orleans. Ourlng the period of 1863-1865, many of the cases
lavalved the selzures of lands telonging to Confederare milltary
parsonnal and clviltan authorities, and the seizures of cqore0n
belng_transported from the rebel-hald areas of Loulslana (o the
port of New Orleans which was under the control the Unlon trocps.
Casas relating o the deportation of 11legal Chlnesa allens were
flled In New Orleans court durling the perlod of 1315-1926 and some
the casas contaln Immigratlon and naturalization flles. Cages
-769 have bean reproduced as a Natlonal Archivas mlcrofilm pup-
Yicatlion M~1082, Records of the U. S§. District Court for the Eastern
District of LoulsTana, |335-!E|§.] “

*

INDEX TO FINES AND JUDGMENTS. 1928-1939. 2 vols, &4 In. 22

Arranged alphabatically by the name of the defendant.

tndex to defendants against whom a flne was levied In criminal pro-
ceadlngs or Judgments In equity proceedings. The [(nformation glven
for each entry Includes the names of the defendant and plalntiff,
case nunber, the date aad the amount of the Jjudgment or flne, court
costs, and occaslonally, tha date of payment of the judgment or fine.
The criminal case papers ars described In entry 80, and the equity
case papers are describsd In entrias 21 and 6). '

INDEX TO JUDGMENTS INVOLVING THE UNITED STATES. 1864-1890. 1 vol, l}_
2 In. -

Arranged somewhat consecutlvely by the volume and page number of
the judgmsnt record book. ‘ ' -

Parctlal Index to the Judgments rendered In law and adalralty pro-
ceedings In which tha United States was the plalintiff., The Informatlen
given for each entry Includes the case number, the names of the
defendants, the amount and date of the Judgment, and the volume

and psge number of the volumes described In entry 25. Other cases in
which the United States was the plaintiff are dndexed In entry 24,

INDEX TO JUDGMENT RECORD BOOKS. 1864-19k0. 1 vol. 2 In. 2%
Arranged a_l'pl'uboﬂully by the nams of the defendant.

v o3 s H -
indax to Judgmants In law and adairalty proceedings. The Information
given for each entry Includes the name of the defeadant, the case

nusber, dsée and amount of the Jjudgment, and the volume and page
number, .

JUDGMENT RECORD BOOKS. 1863-1939. 10vols. 2 fe. 25

Arranged chronalogically by the date on which the judgment was signed.
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public sentiment was s0 violently opposed to the ldea of Livipgston
poesensing the batture as private property. Yet the courts of the
territory, Claiborne sdded, hrd ruled in favor of ILivingston.
Jefferson, when apprised of the batture situation, reportedly
ipstructed the Secretary of State to direet the U. S. Marshal in
New Orleens to simply eject ILivipgston and &1l others from the batture
property, under suthority of the Squatters Act of 1807. This seemed
to0 blurtly ignore amy legal rights Iivingston might have possesaed
concerning the batture property. The marshal, F. J. L. Dorgenois,
executed thege directions. After a period of deliberatiom by
Iivingston, a suit was entered in the U. 5. District Court in New Orleans,
based on the action of the marshal. The suit was entitled Iivingston

vs F. J. L. Dorgenois, Docket of Buits, (Vol. I), Case No. 375, filed

July 4, 1B10. Ilater, under the date of March 17, 1813, Iivingston
produced a mandate of the Supreme Court of the United States, uphelding.
his side of the argument sgrinst F. J. L. Dorgenois.

In the celebrated batture case, a great public furor was raised.
Pamphlets were written by both Jefferson and livingston; these were
circulated throughout the country. Years passed before all aspects
of the contrcversy ended.

The contempt sentence levied upon Andrew Jackson, on March 22, 1815,
umjuestionably stirred loudsr public comments than any other case
handled in the early years >f this tribunal. It is beyond the scope Qf
our talk to relate all versions of this cmse. In the languasge of court

records, we find salient circumstances well summarized in the Minutes,
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(Vol. IV) of the district court. .Incidentally, we are glad to tell
you that this volume is in an excellent state of preservation, not-
withstanding that the paper and ink used hava endured through some
147 years.

R

l:EEg Jackson case is marked Fumber T9L; Lt appears in the
Mirmtes, (Vol. IV, pp- 13-1k, 16-18, 20—el§:I-On page 13, we
find the following: "It is ruled and ordered that the said Major
Genera)l Andrew Jackson show cause vwhy...an Attachment whould not dbe
avarded against him for contempt of thls couxt, ?n having disrespect-
Pully wrested from the clerk aforesaid an original order of the
honorable the Judge of this Court, for the issuing of a wrxrit of
habeas corpus in the case of a certaln Iouls ILouvaillier then
imprisoned by the said Major Genersml Andrew Jackson, eand for
detalning the same; also for disregarding the sald writ of habeas
corpug when issued and served; in having imprisoned the honorable
the Judge of this Courts; and for other contempts as stated by the
witneéses.“

Judge Fall pronounced judgement on March 31, 1815. It was that
“...Major Gemeral Andrew Jeckson 3o pa& a fine of $1,000 to the
United States.'fimznutes, (¥ol. IV. p- 21)1

Newspapers in different cities printed many comments about the
case. State legislatures, in Ioulisians and Maine, passed resolutions
favoring Jackson. It is aliso reported that the citizens of New
Orleans voluntarily raised $1,000 to reimburse Jackson for the
fine. But Jackson, In turn, stated he would accept no contributions.
If offered, he sald he would give the money to the poor.

18



In retrospect, we can clearly see that the Jackson case is
highlighted by ironic twists of destimy. Even the records, which
ve have with us thig afternoon here in the Queern Ann room,reveal
same of these curious circumstances.

We should remember that the Jackson cese, like the earlier Burr
Conspiracy,involved a prominernt militery figure. For example,
General Wilkinson, like General Jackson, was extremely popular in

the eyes of the public. And, in both cases, the swarding of the

writ of habeas corpus provoked a tempest of criticlism on Judge
Hall.

It has been said by one responsible historien that Jackson
recelved the sentence handed him by Judge Hall with & cool aplomb.
Thet, after leaving the court room, Jackson made 8 speech to the
excited crowd in the streets, urging them to abide by the decision
of the court. And, that Jackson, in this moment, revealed to all
and sundry his greatness.

A description of events whilch fo]_'l.owegl immediately after the
convictlon of Jacksor was written by Bernard Marigny, a member of
.the Committee of Defense of New Orleans. This committee was named
by the state legislature, Just prior to the Battle of New Orleans.
Marigny writes: "At last the General left New Orleans {to return
to his home. The volunteers did the same. New Orleang therefore
was left to 1ts o0ld population; calm replaced agitation. ILounallldier

(vho was awarded a writ of habeas corpus by Hall thereby causing

Hall's arrest) contimued to enjoy the public esteem. As for
19



Dominique Hall, he always was, until his death, the object of
general veneration."

But the curious path - the path of destiny in the Jackson case -
d1d not end here. We have with us tiis afternoon another volume
of the Minmutes of the court. Here (Volume 6, p. 252) is tke
recording of a document. issued bty Andrew Jackson, dated April 2,
1829. The document, &s you can see, is a commission issued by
President Andrew Jackson with Senate spprovel. In this document
Jackson names Samuel Harper as judge for the federal court in New
Orleans - the same court where Jeckson bimself was sentenced for
contempt about fourteen years earlier.

There are two other noteworthy aspectz of the Jackson case.
Pirst, Edward Livingston, a lawyer who represented Jackson in the
contempt case, was made Secretary of State. This occurred, after
Jackson was elected President. Following the appointment, Iivingston
wvas designated as the Minister of the United States to France.

Secondly, in 184k, some years afier he had left the office
of President of the Wnited States, Jackson was reimburssd $1, 000,
plus 6 percent interest, by the V. S. Congress. Tris was the sum

Judge Hall fined him for contempt of court.

Records of the Erxa of Piracy

Cages relating to pirmey,in the pericd 1809 - 1825, are numerocus
among retained records of ke court.

Some of the earlier ca:es of piracy se=m related to a certsin
extent, to the expulsgion of French settlers from Santo Domingo and,

20
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